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What are public federal data resources?
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The data produced by this system are “widely trusted, widely 
used, and often the most authoritative source of information 
available on a variety of topics.” 

Congressional Research Service. 2024. The Federal Statistical System: An Overview. Legislation. Congressional 
Research Service Reports. https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R48161.

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
http://bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R48161


Data Rescue
Project www.datarescueproject.org/          bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org 

What’s happening?
US gov’t data resources and 
websites are being 
▪ removed 
▪ altered
▪ made inaccessible or 

endangered

2025 United States government online resource 
removals - Wikipedia 
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http://bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_United_States_government_online_resource_removals
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Dearly Departed Data created by EssentialData.US, The Impact Project, and Public 
Environmental Data Partners. More Information at essentialdata.us/in-memoriam.html

In Memoriam …

Food security survey

Maternal & infant mortality data

Variables on gender identity

Infrastructure mapping

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
http://bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org
http://essentialdata.us/
https://theimpactproject.org/
https://screening-tools.com/
https://screening-tools.com/
https://essentialdata.us/in-memoriam.html


End of Term Web Archive https://eotarchive.org 

https://eotarchive.org


Environmental Data & Governance Initiative
https://envirodatagov.org 

https://envirodatagov.org


Our mission
The Data Rescue Project is a 
grassroots volunteer community 
dedicated to access to public data for 
the public good.

Data Rescue
Project



● Coordinate
● Communicate
● Conserve
● Curate
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2000+ 
rescued 
datasets

90+ at-risk 
gov’t offices 

covered

Hundreds of 
Terabytes of 

mirrored data

500+ 
volunteers

The DRP at a Glance
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Data Rescue Project Website
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From Friday, February 7 - today

Over 2500 datasets uploaded to ICPSR’s DataLumos with metadata

Through November, 15,000+ downloads from Data Lumos

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
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https://archive.icpsr.umich.edu/datalumos/home
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Data Rescue Project Portal portal.datarescueproject.org
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Data Rescue Event 
Toolkit

● Use our free templates to 
promote, organize, and 
run a data rescue event.

● Share your event with us– 
and let us know how it 
goes!

osf.io/zbdxt/

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
http://bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org
http://osf.io/zbdxt/
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Share your 
data user 
story!📢

Submit your story today!

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
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https://forms.gle/MXcm9Jv3f5mSwuQb6
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Save Our Signs

● Crowdsourced effort to archive 
National Parks Interpretive 
signs

● Partnership with University of 
Minnesota and Safeguarding 
Research and Culture

● 10000+ photos submitted from 
around the country

saveoursigns.org

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
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http://saveoursigns.org
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Current Challenges

● What happens to restricted access data?
● What is the impact on data integrity and data collection? 
● How do we create infrastructure to support efforts like these over 

the longer term?
● How create resilient infrastructure for the next time … or the next 

country?
● How do we sustain the communities we’ve built across professions 

and international borders?

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
http://bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org


Data Rescue
Project

How you can 
support us.

● Share our resources and 
projects with your 
professional and personal 
circles.

● Add rescued data to our 
Tracker.

● Advocate for importance of 
public data
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datarescueproject@
protonmail.com
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