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Sec. 1. Short title. 

This Act may be cited as the “Judicial Open Records Act.” 
 
Sec. 2. Proactive release of information by the judiciary. 

(a) Chapter 41 of Title 28, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end— 

§ 614. Proactive release of information by the judiciary. 

(a) Records for public release.—No later than 180 days after the enactment of the Judicial Open Records Act, 
the Administrative Office of the United States Courts shall release to the public, by placing on a public-facing 
website or websites that require no username or password, the following information: 

(1) A list of the current Committees and Subcommittees of the Judicial Conference of the United States, the 
names of the members of those Committees and Subcommittees, the length of each Committee member’s and 
Subcommittee member’s terms, whether their term may be renewed by the Chief Justice of the United States, 
and the Conference policies that establish the Committees and Subcommittees and their members’ terms; 

(2) All agendas, minutes, and reports of each meeting convened by a Judicial Conference Committee or 
Subcommittee or by the Judicial Conference itself during the prior three years; 

(3) The complete and unabridged Guide to Judiciary Policy; 

(4) Active contracts that a judicial agency, as defined in (e), has made with third parties, both governmental 
and non-governmental, amounting to $10,000 or more, to the same degree that executive branch contracts are 
made public under the DATA Act (Public Law No. 113-101); 

(5) A searchable, sortable list of judges, as defined in (e), including birth year, appointing president if 
applicable, biographical data, status, and date of commission; 

(6) Any technical audit or modernization or development plan for the Public Access to Court Electronic 
Records system, its Case Management/Electronic Case Files system or its Electronic Public Access system; 

(7) All agendas, minutes, reports, and training materials produced by or for the Federal Judiciary Working 
Group on Workplace Conduct; 

(8) A summary, subdivided by circuit and by employee type, of all instances of alleged misconduct in the 
workplace that resulted in an Employment Dispute Resolution process, as described in the Guide to Judiciary 
Policy, along with an anonymized summary of the final resolution of that process and each circuit’s report on 
misconduct as required under subsection 332(g) of this Title; 

(9) A list of all judicial conferences and trainings organized by a judicial agency or by a court of the United 
States during the prior three years under section 333 of this title, along with the date, location (whether in 
person or online), agenda, and a summary of topics discussed during the conferences’ and trainings’ panels 
and breakout sessions; 



(10) A list, updated monthly, stating: 

(i) the number of annual, initial, and final financial disclosures the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts has posted in its online Federal Judicial Financial Disclosure Reports database,  

(ii) the number of judges asking for one or more redactions to their annual, initial, or final financial 
disclosures; and  

(iii) the number of judges asking for extensions to their annual, initial, or final financial disclosures; 

(11) All reports titled “Financial Disclosure Report Nomination Filing” filed by or with the assistance of the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts in the prior three years; 

(12) A list of fines levied (offender and amount) under the Ethics in Government Act (5 U.S. Code § 13106) 
during the prior six years; and 

(13) The annual report required by the Ethics in Government Act (5 U.S. Code § 13107(b)(3)(C)) for the prior 
six years. 
 

(b) Continuity of newly released public information.—Beginning on a date no later than one year after the 
enactment of the Judicial Open Records Act, the Administrative Office of the United States Courts shall release 
to the public, by placing on a public-facing website or websites, semiannual updates, or more frequent updates 
when practicable or when required by this act and other laws, of all of the information described in subsection (a). 
 
(c) Continuity of public information.—All information found on a website of a judicial agency on the date of 
enactment shall be preserved on the website of that agency. 
 
(d) Recourse for noncompliance.—If a judicial agency does not provide the information described in subsection 
(a) by the deadlines described in this act, any person may request the information directly from the judicial agency, 
after which the judicial agency shall send that person the information within 30 days of their request. 

(1) A judicial agency may redact any information it deems to be covered information, as defined in Subtitle D 
of Title LIX of Public Law 117-263. 

(2) If a judicial agency declines to fulfill the request within 30 days, or if a requestor alleges that the redactions 
extend beyond covered information, the requestor may file a motion for injunctive relief in the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia, and the remedies therein shall be the same as those described in 
subsection 552a(g) of Title 5. 

 
(e) Definitions. 

(1) A “judicial agency” shall be defined as: 
(A) The Administrative Office of the United States Courts; 
(B) The Judicial Conference of the United States; 
(C) The Federal Judicial Center; 
(D) The United States Sentencing Commission; 
(E) The Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation; and 
(F) Any Federal Defender Organization created under section 3006A of title 18. 

 



(2) A “court of the United States” shall be defined as: 
(A) Each United States Court of Appeals; 
(B) Each United States District Court;  
(C) Each United States Bankruptcy Court; and 
(D) The District Court of Guam, the District Court of the Virgin Islands, the District Court for the Northern 

Mariana Islands, the United States Court of Federal Claims, and the Court of International Trade. 

(3) “Judges” shall be defined as: 
(A) Judges of United States Courts of Appeals; 
(B) Judges of United States District Courts, both those serving during good behavior and those serving as 

magistrate judges appointed under section 631 of title 28;  
(C) Judges of United States Bankruptcy Courts appointed under section 152 of title 28; 
(D) Judges of the United States Court of International Trade; and 
(E) Judges of the District Court of Guam, the District Court of the Virgin Islands, the District Court for 

the Northern Mariana Islands, and the United States Court of Federal Claims. 


